subsequent history of Europe might have been different. But at that time, as later, the chief concern of the Powers was to prevent any of their rivals gaining at their expense in the dissolution of the Turkish Empire; and Bismarck, as he frankly said, cared nothing how their disputes were settled, so long as he could prevent Austria and Russia from fighting and keep the League of the Three Emperors in existence. When war threatened, he worked indefatigably for this purpose, and it was largely through his effects that the peace was saved at the Congress of Berlin in 1878.
But at that Congress he was compelled to go beyond the part lie had assigned to himself as " honest broker " between his allies, and to give his casting vote to Austria as against Russia. So at least the Russians said in their disappointment at being balked of the Treaty of San Stefano and at being compelled to concede the " Peace with Honour "which Lord Beaconsfield brought back from Berlin. The League of the Three Emperors still stood when the Congress ended and was formally renewed three years later, but it never recovered from the blow which it received in 1878. Being uncertain of his Russian ally, Bismarck now sought other ways of buttressing German security. In 1879 he concluded a secret treaty with Austria, in which the two Powers contracted to come to each other's assistance if either were attacked by Russia or bV -another Power with the support of Russia, an engagement which, certainly was not in conformity with the spirit, even if it could be squared with the letter, of the Three Emperors* League. Two years later (1881) he brought Italy into the Triple Alliance with Austria and Germany, and shortly afterwards concluded a secret treaty with Rumania which made her to all intents and purposes a member of the same group.
Bismarck's Diplomacy
If statesmanship consists in skill and craft, the efforts of Bismarck in these years have never been surpassed. All over the field he worked with the one aim of promoting the interests and security of Germany. By encouraging France to seize Tunis he made sure that Italy, which had long cherished the dream of possessing that country, would be thrown back into the arms of Germany. By encouraging Great Britain to occupy
